CHAPTER 1

Introduction to Outdoor
Play and Nature

4ld be a garden attached where they After exploring this chapter, you will be able to:
their eyes on trees, flowers, and
. Where they always hope to hear and

ng new.

— Comenius, The Great Didactic, 1632

# Discuss key reasons why outdoor play and
nature is important in the lives of young
children.

B Explain what is meant by children having
the right to experience outdoors and how
this influences the role of early learning
teachers.

B Describe Banning and Sullivan'’s (2011) standards

for outdoor play and how they are visible in early
learning programs.

B Outline what is meant by rights-based principles
of practice?

® Discuss ways in which early learning teachers
may program for outdoor play that considers the
children, families and program pedagogy.

® Explain how and why accessibility and design
are integral to children’s right to play and the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child.
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